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TALKS SUSPENDED ON UNITED STATES - EUROPEAN UNION
 MUTUAL RECOGNITION AGREEMENTS (MRAs)

United States Trade Representative Charlene Barshefsky issued the following comment regarding
the suspension of negotiations today on a package of mutual recognition agreements intended to
facilitate market access between the European Union (EU) and the United States: 

“We have suspended negotiations on a package of mutual recognition agreements today,” said
U.S. Trade Representative Charlene Barshefsky.  “Our position is clear: We have been ready to
move forward with a balanced package for some time -- a package already welcomed by the U.S.
and European business communities’ that would also encourage further cooperation between U.S.
and EU regulatory agencies.  At the same time, we take our obligation seriously to protect the
health and safety interests of the American public.”
  
The MRAs would allow qualifying bodies in the EU and the United States to perform certain
procedures -- e.g., testing, inspection, certification -- in the United States to EU requirements,
and vice versa.  Areas being negotiated include pharmaceuticals, medical devices,
telecommunications, information technology and sports craft.  The Commerce Department
estimates the value of trade in these areas between the U.S. and the European Union is
approximately $40 billion.

Ambassador Barshefsky also outlined the importance of the anti-bribery agreement reached last
night among the twenty-nine member countries of the OECD, saying, “This is an agreement the
Clinton Administration has been working on for some time.  Bribery and corruption are among
the most pernicious trade barriers encountered by U.S. companies abroad.  The OECD accord is a
step toward a more open and accountable international standard on how governments’ conduct
business which subjects our competitors to the same terms we expect of U.S. concerns.  We
welcome the opportunity to build on this agreement in the WTO.”
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